Abraham Lincoln and the Soldiers’ Home
“In this troublesome world, we are never quite satisfied.”
--Abraham Lincoln, April 16, 1848
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“I see the President almost every day, as I happen to live where he passes to or from his lodgings out of town. He never sleeps at the White House during the hot season, but has quarters at a healthy location some three miles north of the city, the Soldiers’ home, a United States military establishment. I saw him this morning about 8 1/2 coming in to business, riding on Vermont avenue, near L street .... I see very plainly ABRAHAM LINCOLN’S dark brown face, with the deep-cut lines, the eyes, always to me with a deep latent sadness in the expression. We have got so that we exchange bows, and very cordial ones….They pass’d me once very close, and I saw the President in the face fully, as they were moving slowly, and his look, though abstracted, happen’d to be directed steadily in my eye. He bow’d and smiled, but far beneath his smile I noticed well the expression I have alluded to. None of the artists or pictures has caught the deep, though subtle and indirect expression of this man’s face. There is something else there. One of the great portrait painters of two or three centuries ago is needed."

--Walt Whitman, journal entry, August 12, 1863
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“How dearly I loved the ‘Soldiers’ Home,’ & how little I supposed, one year since, that we would be so far removed from it….”

--Mary Lincoln, August 25, 1865
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Lincoln's cottage at the Soldiers' Home
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For more information on the Lincoln Cottage, visit www.lincolncottage.org or read Matthew Pinsker, Lincoln’s Sanctuary: Abraham Lincoln and the Soldiers’ Home (Oxford, 2003).

